Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of the British Isles and Ireland

St George’s Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral Newsletter Issue:
08/18
Sundays 06 - 13 May 2018
Regular Services:
Archbishop: Metropolitan Silouan Oner Saturdays: Vespers 16:30
Parish Priest: Archpriest Samir Gholam Sundays: Matins  10:00

Parish Deacon: Deacon Michael Touma Liturgy 11:00

Orthodox Calendar:

01 May — Prophet Jeremias 08 May - Synaxis of St john the Theologian & St Arsenios the Great
02 May — Mid-Pentecost 10 May - Apostle Simon
04 May — Martyr Pelage 13 May- Sunday of The Blind Man

06 May —Sunday of Samaritan Woman

St George’s Feast

Sunday 22 April, we celebrated St.
George’s Feast — our church’s Patron Saint.
May His blessing be upon all of us, especially
the Georges & Georgettes, and who took St

Georges as Patron, may life’s passing seasons

bring the best to them!

May your world be filled with peace and
plenty that would last Longley.

St Pelage of Tarsus:

Born in the town of Tarsus of pagan but noble and wealthy parents, she heard about Christ and the
salvation of the soul from Christians, became inflamed with love for the Saviour and was a Christian in her
soul. There was at that time a terrible persecution of Christians. It happened that the Emperor Diocletian
himself stopped in Tarsus and that, during the time of his stay in the town, his son, the heir, fell deeply in
love with Pelage and wanted to make her his wife. Pelage replied through her mother — a wicked woman
— that she was already promised to her betrothed husband, Christ the Lord. Fleeing from the foul heir and
her wicked mother, Pelage sought and found Bishop Linus, a man renowned for his holiness.

He instructed her in the Faith and baptised her. Then Pelage gave away her luxurious clothing and great wealth, returned
home and confessed to her mother that she was already baptised. Hearing of this, the Emperor’s son, losing all hope of
getting this holy maiden as his wife, ran himself through with a sword and died. Then the wicked mother denounced her
daughter to the Emperor and she was taken for trial. The Emperor marvelled at the girl’s beauty and, forgetting his son,
burned with an impure passion for her. But when Pelage remained unfaltering in her faith, the Emperor condemned her to
be burned in a metal ox heated by fire. When they stripped the martyr, she signed herself with the sign of the Cross and,
with prayers of thanksgiving to God on her lips, went into the ox, where, in the twinkling of an eye, she melted like wax. She
suffered with honour in 287. Bishop Linus hunted for the remains of her bones and buried them on a hill under a stone. In
the time of the Emperor Constantine Copronymos (741-775), a beautiful church was built on that site in honour of this holy

Taroienan

virgin and martyr Pelage, who was sacrificed for Christ to reign eternally with Him.
The Service to the Holy Martyr Pelage says that she was “deemed worthy of most strange and divine visions”, the church
commemorated her on May 4 and on October7, her prayer be with you.
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Story and Lessons:

Helping others

Yesterday | went to the ATM at my bank to withdraw some cash. When | put my card in, | realized that someone had left a large

amount of cash in the machine.... It was 500£! | took the money inside and handed it to the manager. The manager asked me, “What

It doesn’t matter how much we have to give, however big or small, true generosity always returns positivity to our lives. Give
with your whole self, love with your whole heart, and your life will be full of happiness. One small step, one small act will create a
ripple. You may not always see its effect from the middle of the pond, but it’s there. The things we give to people can make a life

changing. Our Lord Jesus said “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did to me” Matthew25:40




Fathers quotes:

“For thus the power of death was overcome, and the
dominion of corruption, which had gained sway over us
was destroyed”. St Ciril of Alexandria

“The power to bear Mysteries, which the humble man has
received, which makes him perfect in every virtue without
toil, this is the very power which the blessed apostles
received in the form of fire. For its sake the Saviour
commanded them not to leave Jerusalem until they should
receive power from on high, that is to say, the Paraclete,
which, being interpreted, is the Spirit of divine visions.
Concerning this it is said in divine Scripture: Mysteries are
revealed to the humble (Ecclus 3:19). The humble are
accounted worthy of receiving in themselves this Spirit of

revelations Who teaches mysteries” ST Isaac the Syrian

“If from one burning lamp someone lights another, then
another from that one, and so on in succession, he has light
continuously. In the same way, through the Apostles or
daining their successors, and these successors ordaining
others, and so on, the grace of the Holy Spirit is handed
down through all generations and enlightens all who obey
their shepherds and teachers”

St Gregory of Palamas

Announcements:
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