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Regular Services:
Saturdays: Vespers 16:30
Sundays: Matins 10:00
Liturgy 11:00
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9
Orthodox Calendar:

22 January – Timothy the Apostle of the 70
30 January – Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs: Basil, Gregory & Chrysostom
23 January – Hieromartyr Clement, Bishop of Ancyra
02 February –The Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple
25 January – Gregory the Theologian
04 February – Sunday of the Prodigal Son
28 January – Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee, St Ephraim the Syrian

The Divine liturgy And Theophany 06/01/2018
The Theophany liturgy was held on Sunday 6th of January, it was a very joyful day, gathering all the parish. Happy
Theophany.

ﺗﺬﻛﺎر ﺟﺎﻣﻊ ﻟﻸﻗﻤﺎر اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺔ:
ﻓﻲ زﻣﻦ اﻻﻣﺒﺮاطﻮر اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﻲ أﻟﻜﺴﯿﻮس ﻛﻤﻨﯿﻨﻮس اﻷول ) (1118 -1081ﺑﺮز ﺧﻼف ﻓﻲ ﻛﻨﯿﺴﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺴﻄﻨﻄﯿﻨﯿﺔ
ﺑﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻤﯿﻦ واﻟﻼھﻮﺗﯿﯿﻦ،اﻟﺒﻌﺾ ﻣﻨﮭﻢ ﯾﻘﻮل ّ
أن ﺑﺎﺳﯿﻠﯿﻮس اﻟﻜﺒﯿﺮ ﯾﺘﻘﺪم ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺴﯿﻦ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ اﻟﺬھﺒﻲ اﻟﻔﻢ واﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ
ً
ً
ﻏﺮﯾﻐﻮرﯾﻮس اﻟﻼھﻮﺗﻲّ ،
ﻷن ﺑﺎﺳﯿﻠﯿﻮس اﻟﻜﺒﯿﺮ ھﻮ أﻛﺜﺮ اﻟﺨﻄﺒﺎء رﻓﻌﺔ وﺗﻔﻮﻗﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻜﻠﻤﺔ واﻟﻌﻤﻞ وﻏﯿﺮ ﻣﺘﺴﺎھﻞ ﻓﻲ اﻹﯾﻤﺎن
ﺿﺪ اﻟﮭﺮطﻘﺎت وﻣﻨﻈﻢ اﻟﺮھﺒﺎﻧﯿﺔ وﻗﺎﺋﺪ اﻟﻜﻨﯿﺴﺔ ﺑﺮﻣﺘﮭﺎ.
ً
أﻣﺎ اﻟﻔﺮﯾﻖ اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ رﻓﻊ ﺷﺄن اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ اﻟﺬھﺒﻲ اﻟﻔﻢ ﻷﻧﮫ وﺟﺪه أﻛﺜﺮ اﻟﻨﺎس ﻣﺤﺒﺔ وأﻛﺜﺮھﻢ ﻓﮭﻤﺎ ﻟﻀﻌﻒ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﺔ اﻟﺒﺸﺮﯾﺔ،
ﻛﻤﺎ أﻧﮫ اﻟﺨﻄﯿﺐ اﻷﻋﻈﻢ ﻋﺒﺮ ﻣﻮاﻋﻈﮫ اﻟﻔﯿﺎﺿﺔ .ﺷﺮح اﻟﻜﻠﻤﺔ اﻹﻟﮭﯿﺔ وﺑﯿّﻦ ﻛﯿﻔﯿﺔ ﺗﺠﺴﯿﺪھﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﯿﺎة اﻟﯿﻮﻣﯿﺔ ﺑﻤﮭﺎرة ﻻ ﯾﻀﺎھﯿﮫ
ﻓﯿﮭﺎ أ ّ
ي ﻣﻦ اﻷﺑﻮﯾﻦ.
أﻣﺎ اﻟﻔﺮﯾﻖ اﻟﺜﺎﻟﺚ ﻓﻘﺪ اﻋﺘﺒﺮ اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﻏﺮﯾﻐﻮرﯾﻮس اﻟﻼھﻮﺗﻲ اﻟﺸﺎﻋﺮ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺤﻲ اﻟﻤﻤﺘﺎز أرﻓﻊ ﻣﻦ ﺳﻮاه ﻟﻔﺼﺎﺣﺔ ﻟﻐﺘﮫ وﺻﻔﺎﺋﮭﺎ وﻋﻤﻘﮭﺎ ،وھﻮ اذ ﻣﻠﻚ
ﺣﻜﻤﺔ اﻟﯿﻮﻧﺎن وﺑﻼﻏﺘﮭﻢ ﺑﻠﻎ درﺟﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺘﺄﻣﻞ ﻓﻲ ﷲ ﻟﻢ ﯾﻌﺮﻓﮭﺎ ﺳﻮاه وﻟﻢ ﯾﻌﺒّﺮ أﺣﺪ ﻏﯿﺮه ﻋﻦ ﻋﻘﯿﺪة اﻟﺜﺎﻟﻮث اﻟﻘﺪوس ﺑﻤﺜﻞ ھﺬا اﻟﺴﻤ ّﻮ ،وھﻮ ﺻﺎﺣﺐ
اﻟﺨﻄﺐ اﻟﻼھﻮﺗﯿﺔ اﻟﺨﻤﺴﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻌﺘﺒﺮ أﺑﺮز اﻟﺨﻄﺐ اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻼھﻮت اﻷرﺛﻮذﻛﺴﻲ وﺑﺴﺒﺒﮭﺎ ُﻋﺮّف ﺑﺎﻟﻼھﻮﺗﻲ.
إﺛﺮ ذﻟﻚ ﺗﺮاءى اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺴﻮن اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺔ ﻟﻸﺳﻘﻒ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ ﻣﻮروﺑﻮس ﻣﺠﺘﻤﻌﯿﻦ وﻗﺎﻟﻮا ﻟﮫ ﻧﺤﻦ ﻣﺘﺴﺎوﯾﻦ أﻣﺎم ﷲ ،ﻻ اﻧﻘﺴﺎم ﺑﯿﻨﻨﺎ وﻻ ﺗﻌﺎرض .ﻟﻠﺤﺎل ﻋﻤﻞ
اﻷﺳﻘﻒ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺟﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺘﺨﺎﺻﻤﯿﻦ وﺳﻌﻰ إﻟﻰ وﺿﻊ ﺣﺪ ﻟﻠﺨﻼف ﻓﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﯿﻨﮭﻢ ﺑﺘﻌﯿﯿﻦ ﻋﯿﺪ ﺟﺎﻣﻊ ﻟﻠﻘﺪﯾﺴﯿﻦ اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺔ  ،ﻷﻧﮫ ﻛﺎن ﻟﮭﻢ دوراً ﺑﺎرزاً ﺟﺪاً ﻓﻲ
ﺗﺜﺒﯿﺖ اﻹﯾﻤﺎن اﻷرﺛﻮذﻛﺴﻲ وﺗﻮﺿﯿﺤﮫ ﻓﻲ ﻛﻨﯿﺴﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ،ﻓﻘﺪ ﺳﻜﻦ ﻓﯿﮭﻢ روح اﻟﺮب وﻟﮭﺠﻮا ﺑﺎﻟﻜﻠﻤﺔ اﻹﻟﮭﯿﺔ ﻣﻤﺎ أﻣﻜﻨﮭﻢ ﻣﻦ دﺣﺾ اﻟﮭﺮاطﻘﺔ .ﺗﻌﯿﺪ
اﻟﻜﻨﯿﺴﺔ ﻟﻸﻗﻤﺎر اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺔ ﻓﻲ  30ﻣﻦ ﺷﮭﺮﻛﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ ،ﺑﺸﻔﻌﺎﺗﮭﻢ ﺧﻠﺺ أﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﺮب ﻧﻔﻮﺳﻨﺎ.

The Presentation of Our Lord and Savior to the Temple:
When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary’s forty days of purification had been fulfilled,
she took her first-born Son to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after His birth, that she might present
Him in the temple according to the Law of Moses, which teaches that every first-born male child be
dedicated to God, and also that she might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-doves or two young
pigeons, as required by the Law (Luke2:22-24, Exod.13:2; Lev.12:6-8).
On this same day, a just and devout man, the greatly aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by the
Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting the salvation of God, and he had been informed by divine revelation
that he would not die until he beheld Him at that time and took Him up into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing:
“Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O Master....” And he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since he
had seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the Glory of Israel (Luke2:25-32). From ancient times, the Holy Church has
retained this tradition of the churching of the mother and new-born child on the fortieth day and of the reading of prayers of
purification.

Story and Lessons:
Pastor Jeremiah transformed himself into a homeless person and went to the 10,000 member church that he
was to be introduced as the head pastor at that morning. He walked around his soon to be church for 30 minutes
while it was filling with people for service, only 3 people out of the 10,000 people said hello to him. He asked
people for change to buy food, but no one in the church gave him. He went into the sanctuary to sit down in the
front of the church and was asked by the ushers if he would please sit in the back. He greeted people to be greeted
back with stares and dirty looks, with people looking down on him and judging him. As he sat in the back of the
church, he listened to the church announcements and such. When all that was done, the elders went up and were
excited to introduce the new pastor of the church to the congregation: “we would like to introduce to you Pastor
Jeremiah”. The congregation looked around clapping with joy and anticipation, the homeless man sitting in the
back stood up and started walking down the aisle. The clapping stopped with all eyes on him. He walked up the
altar and took the microphone from the elders and paused for a moment, Then he recited:
“Then the king will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. Then the righteous
will answer him, Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you to drink?
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? “The king will reply, Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
After he recited this, he looked towards the congregation and told them all what he had experienced that
morning, many began to cry and many heads were bowed in shame. He then said: “Today I see a gathering of
people, not a church of Jesus Christ. The world has enough people, but not enough disciples. When will you decide
to become disciples? Being a Christian is more than something you claim, it’s something you live. Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).

St Gregory the Theologian:
Saint Gregory is the great Father and Teacher of the Church, he was born in 329 in Arianzus, he first studied in
Caesarea of Palestine then in Alexandria and finally in Athens. As he was sailing from Alexandria to Athens, a violent
sea storm put in peril not only his life but also his salvation since he had not yet been baptized, with tears and
fervour he besought God to spare him, vowing to dedicate his whole self to him, and the tempest gave way to calm.
After his studies at Athens he became Basil’s fellow ascetic living the monastic life together for a time in the
hermitages of Pontus.
His father ordained him presbyter of the Church of Nazianzus, and saint Basil consecrated him Bishop of Sasima , this consecration
was a source of great sorrow to Gregory and a cause of misunderstanding between him and Basil; but his love for Basil remained
unchanged.
In the year 379, he came to the assistance of the church of Constantinople, where he was elected Archbishop by the second
Ecumenical Council which assembled there in 381 and condemned Macedonius the enemy of the Holy Spirit. From the Constantinople
he began to preach his famous five sermons on the Trinity called the Triadica.
His extant writings both prose and poems in every type of meter, demonstrate his lofty eloquence and his wondrous breadth of
learning, he is considered to have surpassed the Greek writers of antiquity, and because of his God-inspired theological thought, he
received the surname “Theologian”.

Announcements:
Christ is Risen, Sunday 21st of January we would like
to pray with you for the memorial of Ibtissam karam,
(Rana Assaf Dahdouh Aunty) who past away early this
month in Damascus, her memory be eternal.
A Holy liturgy, will be celebrated for The
Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the Temple, on
Thursday 1st February, 7 pm.

Church Pilgrimage to Greece, will take place from
Monday 23 of April 2018 (with Easy Jet from London
Gatwick to Athens at 5:45am) to Saturday 28 of April
(Easy Jet From Thessaloniki to London Gatwick at 11:50
am). The programme contains Various hotels, visit to:
the Acropolis, Syndagma Square, Hydra Island, Ayyina
Island (St Nektarios), Meteora ( one of the most
important complexes of Orthodox Monasteries),
Thessaloniki (church of St Demetrios, church of St
Gregory), Souroti (tomb of St Paisios), A Ferry-Boat tour
around Holy Mount Athos.
For more details and booking, Please get in touch by
Emailing: suha_zarifa@hotmail.com

Fathers quotes:
“let no man’s place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and
let no man’s low condition or poverty abase him. For the
chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ,
the enjoyment of those good things for which we look, and
love towards God and our neighbour”
St Ignatius of Antioch
“I would rather die for Christ than rule the whole earth”
St Ignatius of Antioch
“Virtues are formed by prayer that preserves temperance,
suppresses anger, prevents emotions of pride and envy.
Prayer draws into the soul the Holy Spirit, and raises man
to Heaven” St Ephrem the Syrian
“Let books be your dining table, and you shall be full of
delights. Let them be your mattress, and you shall sleep
restful nights” St Ephrem the Syrian
“It is better to choose a commendable war than peace
which separates from God. The faith which I was taught by
the Holy Fathers which I taught at all times without
adjusting according to the times, this faith I will never stop
teaching; I was born with it and I live by it”
St Gregory the Theologian
“Grace is given not to them who speak (their faith) but to
those who live their faith” St Gregory the Theologian

